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ZANZIBAR
Field Marshal John Okello

ln the middle of Jonuory I964 bonner heod-
lines. oll over the world procloimed the overthrow of
the iulton of Zonzibor's government. The leoder of
the nevolution wos on enigmotic figure colled John
Okello. Voriously described by boffled reporters os
q professionol Cubon-trsined revolutionory, .o
Kenyo policernon or port of on Eost Africo'wide
conspirocy, he wos none of tlrese. Who he wos,
wheie ha come from ond how he csme to leod o
group of brqve ond desperote men in bitter struggle
igcrihst the well-srmed'forces of o despotic regime
oie reveoled for the first time in this ostonishing
testsmeni. With simplicity ond surprising condour
John Okello hos unfolded the hordships ond
tr.ogedies of !-'is eorly life ond the long journey
which brought him from herding cows in the gross-
lsnds of Llgondn to the leodership of Ztrnzibor's
nine-hour ievolution. He olso reveols the long
olonninq, the hopes ond the ideols thot loy behind
inir r""ii. John Okello's story is not only o voluoble
contnibution to historicol knowledge, it is o greot
trumon document.
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